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From its inception in 1910, Scouting 
has always integrated a Scout’s 
faith with essential life and outdoor 
skills. Scouting promotes exceptional 
leadership based on character and 
integrity. In fact, over half of all 
Scout units are chartered by faith 
communities. Scouting is an outreach 
ministry that enhances a faith 
community’s overall mission.

W h at  E v e r y 
R e l i g i o u s  l e a d e r 
s h o u l d  k n o w 
a b o u t

T H E  B OY  S C O U T S 
O F  A M E R I C A

Scouts BSA
Most boys and girls avoid obstacles. 
Scouts seek them. They live for any 
opportunity to display their abilities 
while learning new skills. Camping 
is fun. Surviving a downpour in the 
middle of the night is an adventure. 
Cooking over a campfire is fun. Learning which wild berries are edible 
is survival. Spending a weekend in the woods is fun. Breaking camp 
without leaving a trace is admirable. 

These are invaluable experiences that can be had in Scouting. These are 
life lessons that transform today’s youth into tomorrow’s leaders.

Brand Platform

Scouts BSA. Be Prepared — for anything.
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B O Y  S C O U T S  O F  A M E R I C A

FIND YOUR LOCAL UNIT

https://beascout.scouting.org/

1325 West Walnut Hill Ln
P. O. Box 152079
Irving, Texas 75015-2079

Phone: 972-580-2000

L E A R N  M O R E
https://www.scouting.org/awards/religious-awards/
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R O B E R T  B A D E N - P O W E L L , 
F O U N D E R  O F  S C O U T I N G

When asked where religion  
came into Scouting, founder  
Lord Robert Baden-Powell 
replied, “It does not come in 
at all. It is already there. It is a 
fundamental factor underlying 
Scouting and Guiding.” 
Faith organizations are good for 
Scouting — and Scouting is good 
for faith organizations. 

6



3

4. The BSA offers liability insurance to 
chartered partners and their registered 
members.

5. Scouting encourages the religious 
development of youth members 
and promotes the religious emblem 
programs that have been developed by 
most participating faith traditions.

6. The BSA provides programming 
with youth appeal, accompanied by 
effective adult training.  Scouting is 
affordable for participant families 
with outstanding outdoor programs 
available nationwide.

7. Scouting is intentionally “youth-led” 
and allows budding youth leaders to 
grow.

8. The BSA is environmentally minded 
and is recognized world-wide as a 
leader in teaching environmental 
ethics.

9. Scouting encourages youth to set 
aside their electronic devices and 
get outdoors to discover the awe and 
wonder of God’s majestic creation. 

One of the greatest benefits of Scouting 
to a faith community is that Scouting can 
be added to your existing youth ministry 
program with minimal expense, time, 
demands, or energy and it will both enhance 
and complement—but never compete 
with your existing programs. Chartering a 
Scouting unit is simple and generally involves 
providing a space for weekly meetings 
and to store equipment and assigning a 
member of the faith community to serve as 
the Charter Organization Representative—a 
liaison between the Scouting unit and the 
organization’s board. 

W H E N  Y O U R  FA I T H 
C O M M U N I T Y  C H A R T E R S 
A  S C O U T  U N I T,  Y O U 
A R E  E M B R A C I N G  A 
R E M A R K A B L E  A N D 
L I F E - C H A N G I N G 
P R O G R A M  F O R  Y O U T H .

What are some of the benefits Scouting 
brings to your faith community? There 
are many, including:
1. The BSA values the faith of Scouts and 

their families. Since its inception in 
1910, A Scout’s “Duty to God” has been 
incorporated into all levels of Scouting 
and is central to both the Scout Oath and 
Scout Law.

2. The BSA is family-oriented, and 
currently serves young boys and girls 
from Kindergarten through 5th grade in 
the Cub Scout program; boys and girls 
ages 11 to 14 in the Scouts BSA program, 
and young adults ages 14-21 in Venturing 
and Exploring, Scouting  provides your 
members with a family-focused, values-
based experience.  

3. Scouting has rigorous youth protection 
training and protocols for youth, scout 
leaders and parents.
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FA I T H  C O M M U N I T I E S 
H AV E  A L W AY S  B E E N  T H E 
B A C K B O N E  O F  S C O U T I N G
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